Shireoaks Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th September 2023
Present: Cllr B Ayton (chairing) 
Councillors, G Robinson, P Blagg, S Fielding, T Wilkes, R Hewson, C Dixon, and J Potts
District Cllr D Pressley
Clerk: Absent – Cllr R Hauxwell taking minutes

There were no members of the public present. 

98/23 Apologies for Absence  
Apologies had been received from S MacDonald (clerk)

99/23 Declaration of Interest and to identify any agenda items from which the press and public should be excluded due to the confidential nature of the business.
Cllr Fielding declared an interest in Friends of Woodlands (trustee) & Solar Farm and so these items are to be moved and discussed at the end of the meeting when Cllr Fielding leaves.

100/23 To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 11th July 2023
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th July 2023, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, were confirmed as a true record. 
Proposed by Cllr Blagg and seconded by Cllr Dixon and signed by the Chair.

101/23 Matters Arising

a) CIL – Telephone Box, Christmas Lights, Church clock repairs
Telephone Box has been painted, new glass name signs have been installed and joiner was fitting the bookshelves when it became apparent that the wires were live.  Under emergency measures a local electrician came round and realised it was still live, made it safe but did not have the equipment to do the work. Under the agreement with Heartbeat, we are to have a competent person to disable the live wires. Cllr Blagg will ask an industrial electrical company if they can help (BRS). The Chair found some instructions from BT about power that she will recirculate to clerk.

Concerns were raised over the stress tests being completed in September if they only last for a year. Cllr Fielding will check to see if we need a licence, but it is highly likely it may be a project to work towards 2024.

Clock maker and Danlec will be meeting we 2 October 2023 to look at the mercury switches element. War memorials trust say it may be eligible for a grant but not guaranteed and you must present another 2 quotes to even apply. Cllr Ayton mentioned that Smiths company split so that could be another company Time Assured who could quote.

b) Speed limit in the village
The date of the next full council meeting at Notts County Council is the 27th September 2023. Cllr Fielding will take the signed petition to this meeting to present to the full council. She also has a rearranged meeting with District Highways.

c) Church corner planter replacement
Licence has been signed sealed and received by NCC. CIL monies from BDC have been applied for.

d) Defibrillator
New defibrillator has been installed and registered with The Circuit. A diary note has been added to the Council Diary to inspect the battery every 6 months, including the older defibrillator at the Church Hall. This item can now go off the agenda.


e) Bench in Village Garden/Memorial Bench
The memorial bench is now installed, and Cllr Ayton will liaise with the family and Rev Peter Stanley to see if we can have a dedication on a Thursday morning.

f) Events – Fireworks/Carnival
Carnival – next event is Dingo Bingo and kids Halloween party.

Fireworks - No meeting took place in July, clerk has asked for a meeting, Cllr Blagg and Cllr Wilkes will meet when clerk is back off holiday. Fireworks have been sent an event form by Shireoaks Sports & Social Club and Cllr Wilkes is in the process of filling this in. Cllr Blagg has arranged the ordering and delivery/collection of barriers. Cllr Pressley mentioned if help was needed from Rhodesia Parish Council they meet bimonthly now – so have to contact Rhodesia Parish Council clerk.

g) To discuss any Village Maintenance/Lengthsman Scheme concerns
Cllr Robinson – new pollarding of tree in the village garden, tree is a large one in front of the chapel. It is in a conservation area so will need to check it is OK to pollard, quotes to be asked from Mark, Matt M&I tree services and Trees Away.

Cllr Robinson mentioned the bridge height warning sign near the club was obscured by the growing shrub. Cllr Robinson also mentioned shrubs in the access road for the cricket ground which need cutting back.

Cllr Blagg talked through his meeting with Nigel from Stancliffe – Stancliffe will level off and reseed the area by the path it has already been sprayed. The village name sign, Nigel agrees some of the pointing could be tidied/knock off some mortar, stones/bricks have been set to match the original but need to weather in to look better. Nigel asked for clarification over what concerns were. Cllr Blagg is seeing Nigel again and will report back to him. Cllr Blagg asked which 30mph signs were the issue, it was clarified going out of the village on the left-hand side.  It was noted that Severn Trent had left some untidy repairs.

Top of coach road the company name is Boylin with the phone number 01226 321800, clerk to make contact with them over Cllr Hewson’s concerns.

Cllr Hewson reported that view from the exit looking towards the bypass on Sorrel Drive is still compromised by the hedges and a danger. Cllr Fielding said it was on her list and she will bring it up at her meeting with highways, she reminded that there was a list of works that will be carried out by highways from September. Cllr Hewson mentioned the hedges that were cut by NCC in the Spring were still a disgrace. Cllr Hewson also reported that the Shireoaks Common road sign near the roundabout is still filthy. This is something that could be done under the lengthmans scheme, it was proposed to put an advert on Facebook asking for someone with cleaning equipment to quote for cleaning of all road signs, bollards, and street signs from one end of the village to another. 

Cllr Blagg brought up that at the bottom of the village (near the club in front of the village name sign) posts put in to prevent parking were rotting, asked that Mark be asked to quote to inspect the posts and quote for any replacements to prevent a problem before it arises.

Tub refills Councillors requested that quotes from other companies were obtained but the spec of the work carried out to be provided to all companies including Marks. Winter pansies are normally what we have.

h) Village Litter Bins
Still awaiting receipt of 5 new litter bins, company rang Cllr Hauxwell this week to say the bins have been received and there was an error made, instead of the quoted 2 slot rubbish bins, the design was produced in a 4-slot rubbish design. This is a more expensive model, but they will let us have them for the same price as it was their error.
Village hall bin has been received and Mark has been asked to install ASAP.

i) Village Hall – CIL
CIL money has been received from BDC to our bank and a cheque raised to give to Peter Stanley on completion of the work.

j) Friends of Woodland – CIL 
This item was moved to the end of the agenda so that Cllr Fielding could leave as she had declared an interest in this item.

k) Bus Service to Shireoaks
Caseworker for Brendan Clarke-Smith MP replied but cannot help. Cllr Fielding has it down as an item to discuss with NCC and will update parish council. An article went into the Shireoaks Newsletter encouraging residents to use the bus service and providing information on when it runs and how to apply for a bus pass.

102/23 New Business
a) Bassetlaw Open Space Audit 2023
Only space Parish Council owns is the Village Garden, it is a pretty space with some heritage features like the Barrel commemorating Tub Row. There is a Coronation Bench and a few memorial benches. It is enjoyed by many people including the local pre-school children from Little Acorns and uniformed organisations. The Annual Duck Race is held there.

b) Winter Service
Cllr Blagg had not received an email and took a copy from the clerk’s folder. 

c) Snow Warden
Cllr Blagg is happy to be the Snow warden again. Clerk had agreed to have the free amount of winter supplies. When we get more storage facilities, we will organise what we have for winter.

d) Website Renewal
HugoFox have started charging for what they provide, currently the Parish Council buy a domain name and HugoFox provide a website and hosting for free they have started charging £9.99 a month. Councillors agreed to go with it for now, so we don’t lose our website. A priority must be getting an email service. Cllr Hauxwell has agreed to investigate what Fasthost we have paid for and if we can add email service onto it. Clerk can provide log on details when she is back off holiday.

e) New Container
Clerk had left a quote for the second container; on scrutiny it was a self-assembly one which are not as strong and secure. Cllr Blagg knows a company in Nottingham and will enquire how much it is for the same sized container.

f) Solar Farm
Moved to the end of agenda for when Sybil Fielding leaves.  It would be an idea to invite them to a meeting either a separate date or meet earlier to allow this.

103/23 Planning 
a) New applications 
There were no new applications.

b) Appeals
a) 23/00005/S36 00005/s36 Land at Aveling Way now granted with conditions.

c) Decisions and Awaiting Decisions
22/01714/OUT – Land to the north of Gateford Toll Bar - Outline application for erection of a care home and up to 10 res dwellings has been approved but not yet on website.

d) Enforcements
There are no updates to report this month.

104/23 Reports from County/District Councillors
Cllr Pressley reported that the play area on Monks Way is now under the management of Vistry in the Mercian Region, instead of Bovis, but as always, any problems can be reported to himself or Cllr Fielding.
RAC concrete – BDC have checked into buildings owned by them and so far, they are Ok, but this is a big job.
Thursday 14th September there is a redundancy fair at the Skills Hub with many participants offering help drop in 11am-4pm. Shireoaks Parish Council have already shared this event on Facebook.
Cllr Fielding will meet with the District Highways Manager about many items mentioned in this meeting including, the bus service and work outstanding.
Cllr Fielding also reported that two housing developers in her area have put their green spaces up for sale and asked if any councillors heard of any in Shireoaks to let her know.

105/23 Finance
a) Approve the External Audit Report
It was resolved to approve the External Audit Report and publish this on the website.

b) Approve CIL report for year ending March 2023 
This was approved– Cllr Robinson asked that a copy of this be emailed around for records and a summary of CIL to be made for Councillors with a balance of what is left to spend and where it has been spent. This will also be published onto the website.

c) balance/payments and receipts
see report attached.
	
	
	
	
	
	


106/23 Emergency Measures
a) Flooding 
Two new volunteers are in the process of having training.

107/23 Correspondence
All correspondence had been circulated prior to the meeting.

108/23 Police report
There was no police report or police presence at the meeting.

109/23 Members reports and exchange of information on matters of concern. 
Cllr Robinson – asked if there were any updates on the network rail fencing. Also asked if the usual order of daffodil bulbs could take place.
Cllr Hauxwell – reported that the pavement outside of the post office on Shireoaks Common had a large piece missing, creating a trip hazard.
Cllr Dixon – mentioned that there were still problems with kids on bikes and bins needing emptying.
Cllr Wilkes – concerned over the reports of rotting meat being dumped in the canal, these were reported to Canal and River Trust who sorted it out.
Cllr Blagg – asked that NCC and Little Acorns be made aware of the problems with parking on Brancliffe Lane. Asking if NCC could investigate possibility of yellow lines. Cllr Hauxwell will ask Little Acorns to send out text message to all parents to not use Brancliffe Lane. On the subject of meetings Cllr Blagg also suggested in the future when the clerk is away and it clashes with meetings to consider moving the date of the meeting with sufficient publicity.

Cllr Fielding left the meeting.

 - continued
101/23 
j) Friends of Woodland – CIL
This item was now discussed, and members were still concerned over the ownership of this land. Communication had been received from Friends of Woodlands, but this added to concerns. Councillors asked that a letter be sent to Friends of Woodlands outlining their main concerns:


The communication from NCC raised further concerns, confirming that they only had a lease, and the transfer of land had not been completed, Councillors can see they have a licence to work on the land, but also see that if money was spent on the land, then it could not be recompensed if the land changed ownership.

Other concerns were the amount of antisocial behaviour on the site, from off road bikers to young people vandalising the area. The risk of the travelling community entering, for example the land on Westgate have had to spent thousands of pounds preventing the travelling community entering and clearing up when failing. This has been a problem in the past so is a high risk.

It was also mentioned that while a car park may help a couple of events in the village, it is not guaranteed that parking would be available, and this is only a couple of events in the year. Councillors remain unconvinced that security and the logistics of running a car park have been considered sufficiently. Councillors have a duty to spend CIL money where it will benefit the whole community. People living in Shireoaks use this land without the need of more parking provision. Councillors have already agreed to CIL being spent on a car park in the village which is in a more advantageous position for people and has guaranteed ownership meaning everyone potentially benefits from this decision.

102/23 
f) Solar Farm
Councillors have asked that the clerk arrange for the company to come and give a presentation at a Parish Council meeting.

Meeting ended at 9.12pm
 
Date of next meeting 10th October 2023
